**************** 




Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft finalized by the 
Automotive Basic Standards Sectional Committee had been approved by the Transport Engineering 
Division Council. 

Vehicle identification numbering system varies between different manufacturers. This standard aims at 
unifying the practices so that the system shall be easily followed and understood by statutory authorities, 
manufacturers and users. 

In the preparation of this Indian Standard, assistance has been taken from ISO 3779 : 1983 'Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN) — Content and Structure', and ISO 4030 : 1983 'Vehicle Identification 
Number (VIN) — Location and Attachment*, issued by the International Organization for Stand- 
ardization (ISO). 

This standard is in line with CMVR requirements (Rule 122) for vehicle identification as amended in 
March 1993. 

ISO 3779 : 1983 designates the year by alpha-numeric method as shown below and is intended as a guide 
for Indian exporters of vehicles. 

Year Code* Year Code* 

1993 P 2001 1 

1994 R 2002 2 

1995 S 2003' 3 

1996 T 2004 4 

1997 V 2005 5 

1998 W 2006 6 

1999 X 2007 7 

2000 Y 2008 8 

2009 9 

2010 A 

♦Letters I, O and Q shall not be used for coding. 
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1 SCOPE 

This standard covers recommendations for a 
uniform identification numbering system for 
automotive vehicles. It also specifies the location 
and marking requirements. 

2 DEFINITIONS 

2.1 Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 

It is a combination of characters assigned to a 
vehicle by a manufacturer for the purpose of easy 
identification. 

3 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 The Vehicle Identification Number shall con- 
sist of three sections, namely, the manufacturer's 
identification, description of the vehicle and indica- 
tion of the vehicle. 

3.1.1 Manufacturer's Identification 

The first section of the VIN, designates the 
manufacturer of the vehicle in code or otherwise. A 
code is assigned to a manufacturer and when used 
in conjunction with other sections of the VIN, 
provides identification of all vehicles manufactured 
by him over a specified period. The number of 
characters in code shall be as agreed to by statutory 
authorities. 

3*1.2 Vehicle Description 

It provides information on the general attributes 
of the vehicle. The code shall comprise of six 
digits. The sequence shall be as per manufacturer's 
practice. 

NOTE — If the manufacturer does not use one or more of 
the character spaces, the spaces not used shall be filled up by 
alphabetic or numeric characters in accordance with 
manufacturer's own choice. 

3»1.3 Vehicle Indication/Chassis Identification 

3.1.3.1 It provides information through a com- 
bination of characters assigned by a manufacturer 
to distinguish one vehicle from another. The 
vehicle shall be marked on the chassis of every 
motor vehicle other than trailers and semi-trailers 
to bear, the chassis and an engine identification 
number including month and year of manufacture. 
Code shall consist of eight digits of which the last 
four shall be numeric. Code for month and year 
shall be as detailed below: 



a) For the year of production the code shall be 
as follows: 



Year 


Code* 


Year 


Code* 


1950 AD 


93 


1998 AD 


98 


1994 AD 


94 


1999 AD 


99 


1995 AD 


95 


2000 AD 


00 


1996 AD 


% 


2001 AD 


01 


1997 AD 


97 


2002 AD 


02 


and so on.. 








b) For the month of production the code shall 


be as 


follows: 






Month 


Code* 


Month 


Code* 


January 


A 


July 


G 


February 


B 


August 


H 


March 


C 


September 


J 


April 


D 


October 


K 


May 


S 


November 


L 


June 


F 


December 


M 



♦Letters I, O and Q shall not be used for coding. 
For easy reference only Arabic numerals and capi- 
tal Roman letters shall be used. 

3.1.4 The height of letters and Arabic numerals of 
the numbers shall be at least 5 mm for vehicles 
having overall length less than six metres and not 
less than 7 mm for vehicles having overall length 
more than six metres. The characters in all cases 
shall be legible, durable and not easily alterable. 

4 LOCATION 

The identification number shall be located on the 
left side, preferably on the front half of the vehicle. 
The number shall be easily readable and in a man- 
ned which precludes obliteration or alteration. The 
location and change, if any, in the location shall also 
meet with the approval of statutory authorities, 

5 MARKING 

The manufacturer shall mark the identification by 
embossing, etching or by punching using any of the 
following methods: 

a) By directly marking on an integral part of 
the vehicle, either on the chassis or on a part 
not easily removed or replaced. 

b) On a permanently affixed identification 
plate by welding or riveting to the body. 
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